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KIDS ' FISH DAYS 
--------------· · * * * • • • * • * • • FISHING: A SPORT 
By R. W. Escluneyer 
J·~~N·uth e 'lee-Presid e nt 
~llOrt Jo'l..,hln~ In.-. tltu t c 
Does your route to work pass 
along a lake or a stream? If it 
does, the chances are that you 
often see able-bodied men out in 
the water or on the bank, busy 
casting their lures. They are so 
intent on their activity that they 
don't even see your car go by. You 
rush to work to do your part in 
the present emergency they sim-
ply cast their lures! 
There was a time when these 
activities might have reminded us 
of Nero's fiddling while Rome was 
aflame. But now we see no re-
semblance, because we know that 
the fellow who spends his "off" 
day on his favorite lake or stream 
will probably be doing his regular 
job a little better because of his 
angling. 
Fishing has played an important 
part in our lives ever since the 
settlers first came to America. 
There have been many changes in 
our way of livmg since those early 
days, but angling continues to 
make its contribution to human 
well-being. In the early days fish-
ing meant f resh meat for the table; 
today it's a tonic for frayed 
nerves. 
To our ancestors, each work day 
brought with it a new physical 
challenge. Th..:re was new ground 
to be cleared, or corn to be planted, 
and many other arduous chores to 
perform, all with the aid of but 
moderately primitive eqUipment. 
Plowing then was not so simple as 
sittmg at the wheel of an iron 
horse while the dtesel-powered ve-
hicle prepares the soil in a hurry. 
Then there was also the problem 
of harvesting crops, mostly by 
hand, and of guarding the fields 
against depredations of wild ani-
mals. Truly, each day meant long 
hours of physical labor, but the 
routine was stmple 
No great amount of nervous 
energy or mental exercise was 
needed to clear land for cultiva-
tion, nor to plant corn. 
(Continued on page 159) 
Before the first school bell rings this fall, 100 kid s' fish d a ys will have given more than 
30,000 Iowa youngst ers a tas t e of good fishing, a nd more important they will have learned 
a lesson of sportsmanship tha t will not be easily forgotten . 
The Big Bend Park- Lacey-Keosauqua 
By Charles S. Gw) nne 
A <i"OCinte P rofc<; ... or 
DcJ,artment of <.eolo;;y 
I o"n late Colle~c 
Lacey-Keosauqua, in central Van 
Buren County, is one of the largest 
state parks in Iowa, totaling al-
most four square miles. It is lo-
cated in a hilly wooded area on 
the south side of the Des Moines 
River about forty miles above the 
confluence with the Mississippi 
From the top of the bluff m the 
park one can get an excellent view 
of the river and the country far to 
the north. The trails through the 
park are winding and cross many 
ra vmes and ridges. 
One of the numerous interesting 
things about this park is its loca-
tion on the south side of what has 
(Continued on page 160) 
Number 8 
1 9 51 
By K. 1\1. l\ladden 
S IIJ)(.'r' itlf (.'nd ent of Fish eries 
When the first kids' fish day in 
1951 was held on May 15, most 
school bells had not yet rung their 
proclamation of summer freedom. 
By late May and through July 
every weekend was blessed with 
at least a half dozen fish days scat-
tered over the state. 
Fish day derbys for the young-
sters in Iowa have grown like 
"Topsy." No mastermind con-
ceived the idea, but rather it has 
resulted from the wishes of anglers 
who wanted to teach more young-
sters the love and art of fishing. 
Many dads couldn't take the time 
or didn't have the know-how nec-
essary to teach their offspring the 
fundamentals of angling. Hence, 
local organizations stepped into 
the breach and they have provided 
group safety, plus coaching that 
have made hundreds of children 
happy. 
Kids' fish days are sponsored 
jointly by the Conservation Com-
mission and local Izaak Walton 
Leagues, sportsmen's clubs, Elk's 
clubs, Chambers of Commerce, 
and other civic-minded organiza-
tions. Prizes are given to the boy 
and girl who catch the most fish, 
the biggest and smallest fish, as 
well as lo the smallest fisherman, 
the best sport, the youngster with 
the most freckles, the one with the 
worst sunburn, the child with the 
curliest hair and the novice with 
the biggest bird nest in his line. 
Fifty-seven varieties would scarce-
ly cover the awards made on that 
day dedicated to teaching the 
youngsters of Iowa the value of a 
day spent fishing. 
Instructions on how to bait a 
hook. land a fish, remove hooks 
and what to do about those bull-
head spines that are always jab-
bing into little fingers are on the 
program. These and many other 
fundamentals of a n g I i n g are 
taught by the adults on fish day. 
Kids' fish day is one of the few 
instances when the Conservation 
Commission believes in "put and 
take" stocking. Adult bullheads 
arc removed from lakes which are 
(Continut>d on page 158) 
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TRIPLET DEER BORN 
IN STATE PARK 
In early J une conservation em-
ployees at Pilot Knob State Park 
were surprised to see triplet new· 
born deer hidden in the grass and 
they concluded that multiple 
births are responsible for the 
mushroom growth of the I owa 
deer herd. 
These conclusions are partly 
right. When deer range is over-
crowded and food is inadequate, 
single fawns are the rule and twins 
a re the exception; however, when 
range conditions are good, for the 
older does at least twin deer are 
the rule, and triplets are not un-
common. 
Fawns weigh from four to seven 
pounds at birth and are able to 
stand in a few hours. They do not 
follow the mother for the first few 
weeks but remain where they are 
placed in hiding among the leaves 
or grass until the doe returns at 
feeding time. 
It ts during this time that well-
meaning but uninformed people 
• * 
I O W A CONSER VATI O NI S T 
Jtm ~I"'N'm.&.o Photo 
About six Inches In le ngth, the mole Is a powerfu l minia ture b ulldoze r a nd no t hing seems 
t o d elight him more tha n t o pick out a well kept lawn and ply his subt erranean t rade. 
• • • • • • * • 
NATURE'S MINIATURE 
BULLDOZER 
Although only s1x to eight inch-
es in length and tipping the scales 
at JUSt a few ounces, this minia-
ture bulldozer or uprooter of front 
lawns, back yards or any oth<'r up-
rootable place is one of the most 
unusual mammals common to this 
neck of the woods. 
The mole, as he has been known 
since Noah put on h1s first wild-
life exh1bit, is a much cussed and 
discussed little feller. 
Nothing seems to delight this 
tiny, mouse-like creature m o r e 
than to pick out a beautiful lawn 
or golf course and then begm to 
find the so-called "abandoned" 
baby deer. It is a crime under 
state law and against nature for 
deer fawns to be molested in any 
way during this period. 
Withm a month or even less 
after birth, fawns begin to nibble 
on green material and follow the 
mother for short distances. By 
early fall they are weaned They 
stay with the parent throughout 
the winter unless separated by ac-
cContinuE>cl on pnge 155 l 
• • • 
ply h1s trade The res ults, familiar 
to nearly everyone, look as though 
some eccentric had taken a sect10n 
of garden hose, laid it out on the 
lawn and then painstakmgly cov-
ered tt over \Vith loose sod. 
Opinions as to the value of the 
mole from an agricultural stand-
point differ Some say that moles 
at times feed on flowers and farm 
crops. It also is accused of spread-
ing plant pests and diseases and 
of providing easy access, by means 
of its runways, for mice to reach 
and destroy garden and orchard 
plants. 
On the other band, in many 
areas it IS accepted with enthusi-
asm and held as one of the impor-
tant soli-forming organisms work-
ing over and aerating the soil and 
destroying important crop enemies 
such as cutworms and Japanese 
beetles. 
F ew persons have ever seen a 
mole. And a mole, since it is al-
most blind, probably never has 
seen a human being. That sort of 
evens the score. However, the 
creature's hearing is fairly acute 
and nerves ending in 1ts nose and 
sensory hairs on its tiny hands 
keeps it from bumping into the 
sides of its tunnels. 
Some moles, the shrew mole, 
the hairy-tailed mole and the star-
nosed mole, can see slightly and 
sometimes venture to the surface 
of the ground, where they take ad-
vantage of the darkness afforded 
by thick grass or fallen logs. 
These three dislike bright light. 
A mole caught above ground 
cloes not run He docs a fade out 
comparable to an emergency d1ve 
made by a sub when an enemy 
craft is sighted. 
Energetic as nobody's business, 
a mole may have its living quar-
ten; from six mches to two feet 
I underground. Its surface tunnel, 
the 1·oof of which annoys house-
wives and golfers, is chiefly a 
means of reaching foot! 
---·-~Fo~r:"•,t City SummltllPt~ 
Helpless and f rightened , t hese b aby d eer a re hidde n In the gra~s a t Pilot Knob Stat e 
wait ing t he return of t hei r mother a t feeding t ime. It Is a c rtme against nature, as w ell 
as law t o kidnap t hese baby animals. 
Practically all species look su-
perficially alike. Built for speedy 
excavating, the tiny mites have 
heavy shoulders and a long snouted 
head on a short, powerful neck 
Their short front legs are stout 
and muscular, with large shovel 
feet capable of pushing aside dirt 
loosened by snout and feet. The 
toes have heavy claws. 
Unlike humans, moles have no 
external ears to get in the way 
and their velvety fur offers no re-
sistance to their passage in a tun-
nel 
Nature w i t h out doubt has 
equipped the creature with a re-
verse gear system which would 
greally improve the present-day 
car should one of equal perfection 
be added Proceeding along its 
underground tunnel system, the 
mole can go mto reverse without 
stripping a single gear and run 
backward just as rapidly as for-
ward 
Moles common to this country 
are not known to store food for 
the rainy day European moles 
are satd to paralyze earthworms 
by biting them in the head and 
keepmg them in cold storage for 
the winter 
Etght-hour days or forty-hour 
weeks are not taken into consider-
ation by moles, the busy animals 
workmg day and night with prob-
ably the hardest hcks being put m 
during the daylight hours when 
earthworms and insects are stir-
ring. 
For this there may be a reason 
They have an insatiable appetite 
and often eat the equivalent of 
one-thtrd to two-thirds of their 
weight in a day. Even upon the 
approach of death their appetites 
continue ·wounded unto death by 
sharp-pronged traps they some-
times will eat earthworms placed 
within reach of their claws. As a 
food they prefer worms and in-
sects including ants, insect larvae, 
mtllepedes and centipedes, snails, 
slugs and sowbugs. 
Apparently, beheve tt or not 
they do not care for tulip bulbs 
although it is admitted by the ex-
perts that an occasional nibble 
may be attributed to them. But 
beware the 111-fated tulip bulb 
wh1ch happens to be in the way of 
the little bulldozer when he takes 
off. He will not detour. Just cuts 
right on through and the mice 
which oftentimes follow up in the 
tunnel finish them off. 
Earthworms, t b e i r particular 
specialty, they grasp in t be I r 
mouths and chew them down after 
the fashion of a professional spa-
ghetti relisher. They make no at-
tempt to wipe off the dirt, par-
llally cleaning the morsel as 1t 
shdes between their two front 
paws. 
The mole is a sourpuss and does 
not pail off with a compatible 
companion. Apparently males will 
get a room and live together much 
more amicably than do the fe-
males. It is a known fact that two 
females actually occupied a tunnel 
together for some time But the 
inevitable scrap took place, plug-
ging up a passageway with a wall, 
(Continued on page 15G) 
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GUTHRIE CO. BIRDS COMPLAIN-NO PRIVACY 
During the first half of the 1951 walleye season most a nglers were succe!;sfu 
walleye pike at Clear Lake. 
• • * • • • • * • • * • CLEAR LAKE to be clearer, despite the heavy 
rains and winds. 
RESEARCH NOTES Yellow perch have reproduced 
By Kenneth D. Carlander 
Iowa State College 
successfully this year and the 
young are growing quite rapidly. 
During the 1950 studies by Thomas 
S. English and James B. Erickson, 
By George Worley 
Sn t•c •·i ntc n dcn t of Pub lic Relations 
If they could speak, the birds, 
mammals, fish, soils, rocks, insects, 
trees, water and other resources 
in and near Springbrook State 
Park in Guthrie County would 
probably comment on the invasion 
of their privacy this summer. 
The "invaders" were 90 Iowa 
teachers who attended the 1951 
sessions of the Iowa Teachers Con-
servation Camp. They peeked into 
nearly every bird nest in the area. 
They watched wild ra ccoons 
searching for food. They learned 
to fish and to identify their catch. 
They dug deep holes to secure soil 
samples. They broke rocks to get 
chips for teaching collections. 
They waited under outdoor lights 
to trap night-.fl.ying insects. They 
collected leaves, twigs and bark. 
Even poison ivy was mounted un-
der glass for its trip back to 
schoolrooms in the fall. 
The teachers learned to use their 
cameras, to develop films and 
print pictures. They built teach-
ing aids such as chart holders, 
electric posters and specimen 
mounts. They waded in lakes, 
streams and marshes to learn 
what lives there and how it lives. 
They rose early and retired late. 
They ate like famished cannibals 
and slept like logs. They square 
danced and played horseshoe and 
softball. They earned college cred-
it for their work and relaxation for 
their play. 
According to most reports an- no young yellow perch were ob-
glers were particularly successful served-a rather remarkable situ-
in catching walleye pike and bull- ation since young perch are easily 
heads at Clear Lake early this sum- collected. Conditions were appar-
mer. Although studies carried on ently not suitable for perch spawn-
by the Iowa Cooperative Fisheries ing in 1950, perhaps due to the lack 
Research Unit in 1949 and 1950 of aquatic plants. It is possible 
showed that the lake had an abun- that the lack, this spring, of small 
dance of good sized walleyes, fish- year-old perch which often serve 
ing for them was not particularly as walleye food may have had 
good. The average angler was not something to do with the good 
too successful despite the fact that walleye fishing. 
experimental netting indicated Practically a ll of the bullheads These activities are a few of 
that there were more walleyes than caught at Clear Lake this year are those shared by the teachers at-
in most other lak es, including some of the same size. Opercular bones, tending this new kind of college 
in Minnesota and Wisconsin where vertebra, and spines are being col- course in conservation. The main 
similar studies have been made. lected from many specimens so reasons for taking the course were 
Then, early this fishing season the that the rings on these structures completely serious- to earn college 
walleyes began to bite! Why ? can be studied to learn whether credit and learn to do a better job 
Th1s is one of the questions that the bullheads a re all of the same of teaching conservation. It is 
we hope to answer by the con- age. If the bullheads are all the the method and place of doing 
tinued research on Clear Lake. same age, the present good bull- these things, however, which sets 
Each year graduate students from head fishing may be a more or less this course apart from others and 
Iowa State College collect infor- temporary situation-with no im- makes it such a pleasure. Field 
mation on the sizes, numbers, mediate replacement of the fish as trips take the place of classroom 
growth and habits of the Clear they are caught or die. Each lectures. Students see, feel and 
Lake fishes to note the changes spring and early summer many * * * * • • 
thal take place. A few of the ob- of the bullheads die, presumably 
servations made by John L. For- . from natural causes, in Clear Lake 
ney and William C. Pearcy, this and many oti.1er Iowa lakes. This 
year's mvestigators, are of par- annual mortality, which often 
ticular interest. leaves many dead bullheads along 
Comparatively few northern pike 
have been caught in Clear Lake in 
recent years. Early in July some 
young northern pike were found off 
the Mcintosh Woods point. This 
is the first time that the research 
workers on this project have found 
young northerns in the lake proper. 
This discovery is of particular sig-
nificance since some people feel 
that the carp trap at Ventura in-
terferes with the reproduction of 
not thern pike. 
shore, is another of the problems 
on which further research is need-
ed before we can explain its cause 
or determine its effect on the 
abundance of bullheads. 
Triplet Deer ... 
(Continut>d from page 154) 
cident. The spotted coat of young 
deer gives excellent protective col-
oration and is retained by the 
fawns until early October, when 
it is replaced by the gray coat of 
winter. 
actually work with resources in-
stead of only hearing about them. 
The whole out-of-doors becomes a 
classroom. Teachers learn to use 
materials at hand to construct 
teaching aids. They live together, 
eat together, and work together 
in an area rich in variety of re-
sources. Better learning and bet-
ter teaching result. 
The Iowa Teachers Conservation 
Camp had its beginning in 1950. 
Twenty-five teachers attended each 
of the three-week sessions. This 
year the course attracted 52 to the 
first session and 38 to the second. 
An additional feature enjoyed in 
1951 was the presence of the Mo-
bile Industrial Arts Shop from 
Iowa State Teachers College. 
Teachers used the facilities provid-
ed by the shop to construct teach-
ing aids and in spare time recrea-
tion. 
The camp is sponsored jointly 
by the Iowa State Teachers Col-
lege, the Iowa Conservation Com-
mission, and the State Department 
of Public Instruction. 
Plans for the 1952 session pro-
vide for new courses so that for-
mer campers may return for addi-
tional work, a course for high 
school teachers, and the improve-
ment of facilities for study and 
recreation. The new cour se for 
elementary teachers will stress the 
study of soil nutrients, Iowa wild-
life and balances in nature. High 
school teachers will receive train-
ing in field work, work out indi-
vidual problems, and develop con-
servation teaching techniques for 
use in high schools. As in the past, 
five quarter hours of college credit 
will be given for the three-week 
course. 
Apparently the birds and other 
resources near Springbrook State 
Park are slated for more inquisi-
tive company next summer. Sure-
ly they wouldn't mind if they knew 
the important part they have in 
the training of Iowa teachers and 
the education of Iowa boys and 
girls. 
• • • • • * 
W orley YDO<O. 
Although it is still a little early 
to be certain, aquatic vegetation, 
Wh1ch has been on the decline since 
~94 7, seems to be coming back 
1n the lake. The water appears 
All deer shed twice a year, put-
ting on a red summer coat in April 
and changing back to a gray win-
ter color in September. Flfty·two t e achers attended the first three-week session of the second annual Iowa Teach· ers Conservation Camp at the Springbrook State Pa rk 
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Bottle·fed wi ld life bec:ome "Idiot" orpha ns. Ac:c:ordlng to Webst er, " Inca pable of avo1dlng 
the c:ommon d a ngers of life.'' More than 100 kidnapped baby ra c:c:oon will be shown In 
stale. Geronimo, a full-grown 
mountain llon, a spec1es once na-
llvc in Iowa that was captured 
alive m At1zona by Ted Girard, 
will be exhibited in a special cage. 
.Many othct special arumal cx-
hibitH will entertain the visitors. 
DiHplays explaining the aclivi-
tit!S of the Conservation Commis-
sion in biology, forestry, engineer-
ing, parks, education, and fish and 
game development will be con-
tained in the exhibit. For the first 
time the conected second edition 
of the popular new book, Iowa 
l<'ish and lt't~hwg, Will be on sale 
for $2 00 
Experts in all fields of conser-
vation actn.1ties will be on duly 
from 8:00 a.m. until 10.00 p.m. 
each day to answer your quest10ns. 
Plan to see the fish and game sho\\', 
the most popular on the fairground, 
at the Conservation building, Au-
gust 25-Scptcmber 3. 
one c:age a t the annual st a t e fair fish a nd game e xhibit • In 24 comr>leted clutches of 
• • • • • • wh1tc eggs, the number· varied 
bob-
from 
ORPHAN RACCOON HEADLINE FAIR EXHIBIT 
More than 100 six-months old 
raccoon orphans d1splayed in one 
giant cage will headline the Iowa 
Conservation Commission's wild-
life exhibit at the Fish and Game 
buildmg, August 25-Septemer 3, 
at the state fair grounds in Des 
Moines Most of the raccoons are 
animals that were illegally held as 
pets by "wildlife kidnappers" this 
spring and were seized by conser-
vation officers. A few of the rac-
coons are truly orphans whose par-
ents were killed 1n accidents. 
The exhibit pen will contain 
swings, teeter-totters, slide boards 
and other playground equipment, 
plus a self-serve shower bath. 
maturity in captivity, not only do 
not learn to protect themselves 
and find food in the wild- an edu-
cation pamstakingly taught by the 
parents but also that they lose 
their fear of man and become nui-
sances and even dangerous. It is 
hoped that the display will cut 
down on "animal-'nappings" esti-
mated to have reached a high of 
over 2,000 raccoon alone in 1950 
In add1tion to the coon show, the 
exhibit will contain thousands of 
fish, birds, reptiles, mammals and 
other ammal forms Old Oscar, 
the 115-pound fifty-one year old 
black sturgeon, will again occupy 
the N o. 1 fish tank for the 31st 
year. Big Hattie, Iowa's largest 
snapping turtle, will again be 
shown. The biggest, most com-
plete colleclion of snakes ever ex-
hibited at the fai r will be on dis-
10 to 22. 
Bulldozer . . . 
(Conhnut·d from page 164) 
the two gals Isolated themselves in 
separate cubicles 
The fuzzy rascals propagate 
once a year. Matmg in March, the 
litter of from one to five is born 
six weeks later The kiddies grow 
rapidly and at two months are af: 
big as pop and mom 
Soon they arc seekmg new golf 
courses lo conquer , at three years 
have leached their dotage, give up 
the ghost and a different tribe 
takes over -Outdoor I 11diana. 
A jack rabbit is not a rabbit. It 
is a hnre and can run as fast as 45 
miles an hour. 
Wild banded ducks have been re-
ported as old as 18 years, and geese 
and swnns at least 20 years old. 
The bald eagle is primarily a fish 
eater, and because of this fact he is 
seldom found \'cry far from water. 
The submerged vegetation in Clear 
Lake has decreased considerably in 
abundance since 1946. 
The purpose of the display is to 
bring forcefully to the attention of 
well-meaning but misinformed per-
sons that to pick up wildlife ba-
bies 1s not only unlawful, but cer-
tainly signs the death warrant for 
the animals involved. The sign 
describing the exhibit will point 
out that wild animals that reach 
play. A coyote-dog hybrid will :..~..o..~i::.-__ ....._.._"-"-__.___:_._ _____ _ 
Jim iherman Photo. occupy a cage between an 85-
pound timber wolf, not native, and * 
a 35-pound coyote common in the 
A beautif ul stoc:k·tlght mult iflora rose hedge In Wapello County. 
• • • • • • • • * * 
, 
Old Osc:or Is removed from a fi she ries truc:k In a stret cher net to be plac:ed In the numbe r 
one fish tank at thtt fish and game ttxhlblt . The giant blac:k sturgeon, weighing mortt than 
11 0 poa11d1 bae b"n a star performer at the state fai r for 31 years. 
* • * * • * • * * • • 
FREE MULTIFLORA 
ROSE SEED 
Again this year the Iowa Con-
servation Commission will prov1de 
free mult1ilora rose seed to 
Iowans wishing to grow their own 
rose plants Seed will be mailed 
upon tequest about September 15 
in packets of 1,000 seeds, each 
w1lh complete planting instruc-
tions for late fall planting. 
The seeds should be planted this 
fall shortly before the ground 
freezes They may be planted in 
a vegetable garden plot and next 
year will demand about the same 
care durmg the seedling stage as 
caiTots or onions. When the plants 
are a year old they may be trans-
planted to their permanent loca-
tion Normally, the seeds have 
about a 60 per cent germination. 
one packet being enough for 600 
plants or 600 feet of living fence. 
Because of heavy demand, the 
Commission has limited the re-
quests to not more than 5 seed 
packets . 
Multiflora rose has proved suc-
cessful as a stock-proof living 
fence in the south half of the state, 
and large numbers of experimen-
tal plantings in the north half 
have p roved successful to date. 
The rose, in addition to making 
an inexpensive fence, is heralded 
as a great boon to Iowa's wildlife 
The thorny shrub, which grows to 
a maximum height and width of 
8 feel and is non-spreadmg, pro· 
vides excellent refuge in nesting 
places for game and song birds, as 
well as small ammals 
In addit ion to its use as a livmg 
fence and for Wildlife cover, multi-
flora rose hedge is excellent for 
wind ero··ion control. 
R equests for fr ee multiflora 
rose seed should be addressed to 
the Iowa Conservation Commis-
sion, East Seventh and Court Ave-
nue, Des Moines, and should be in 
Commission hands by September 
15. 
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designed to last 100 years, came 
down in two weeks. The flickers 
went to work on top of the keg 
drum-head and certainly created a 
cris is in the neighborhood. 
TIPS, TRICKS AND 
HANDYKINKS 
By Curly Sharp 
An inexpensive method of pre-
serving mmnows is to pack them 
in salt in a large mouth jar. A 
layer of salt and a layer of min-
nows. In a few days they become 
tough and stay on the hook well. 
To have a plentiful supply of 
minnows for winter pike fishing 
the above method may be used; 
prepare late in fall when minnows 
are easily secured. 
When seining for minnows use 
a large piece of stale while bread 
to bait minnow net with. Minnows 
will congregate there to feed and 
you can catch plenty of bait. 
Live batts are easy to secure 
and keep alive if right methods 
are used. 
To catch grasshoppers: Wait on-
Thousands of black panthers roamed the wilds of imagination last winter. Conservation til after dark, then go out Wlth 
Officer Herb Ee lls in Wardens' Tales t ells how one such story st arted . your fl.ashlight and you can pick 
* * 
* * * * * * * "' * • them off the grass by dozens. They 
Shop Talk from the Field 
H erb Eells, conservation officer 
in Howard and Chickasaw Coun-
ties, tells how one of last winter's 
black panther tales originated. 
H erb writes: "I received a 
telephone call from a farmwife 
who was all excited. She had just 
seen a black panther run across 
their feed lot and wanted to know 
if I could come at once. I could 
hardly tell her she was seeing 
things, and being curious myself, 
said that I would come out and at 
least examine the tracks in the 
deep snow. When I finally arrived 
at the farmhouse the lady had 
gone to a neighbor's but her bus-
band was home. I introduced my-
self and asked him where he had 
seen the strange animal. He 
grinned a bit and said 'see those 
tracks m the snow going up over 
the roof of the barn?' I said yes, 
and that they were undoubtedly 
made by a pheasant which was 
beatmg its wings as it ran up the 
incline. The farmer said his wife 
had seen the odd-looking tracks 
and asked him what kind of an 
animal had made them. For a 
joke he told her that it must be 
the black panther . Unbeknown 
to him she called me. So that's 
how at least one black panther 
story started." 
the r epor t of a .22 rifle over near can also be caught easily in the 
some railroad tracl{S. I walked daytime with a large dip net with 
over and saw a man and a small small mesh so they can't get 
boy coming my way. When the through. 
hunter reached me I introduced Cricket lore-best of all for 
myself, checked the man's license, smallmouth bass bait. You'll usu-
and began visiting about hunting ally find them under boards, old 
seasons. H e advised me he was tar paper, timbers, stones, etc., 
not bunting, just walking around that rest on the ground near 
looking for ground squirrels to fields. They can also be caught 
sharpen his eye prior to the open- with small mesh dip nets in stub-
ing of the rabbit season. Just then ble fields. 
a fast freight came by and after To keep crickets from eating 
the noise had subsided the boy each other put a leaf of lettuce in 
spoke up with a sad look on his their container, as well as a small 
face. 'Say Grandpa, we might as bunch of grass or leaves for them 
well go back home, that darned to range in; bone meal sprinkled 
train has scared all the rabbits • * • • ,.. 
away.'" 
Glen Sanderson, game biologist 
for the Conservation Commission 
stationed at Marion, writes: "Per-
haps this should be titled 'Signs of 
Our Times' as one of the radio 
newscasters says. 
"Our neighbors here in Marion, 
Mr. and Mrs. Orner Escbman, have 
a problem that I have never en-
countered before. It seems that a 
flicker has chosen the E schman's 
television antenna for one of his 
favorite drumming locations. No 
doubt the metal antenna is an ex-
cellent sounding board for the 
fl icker's rolling love call; however , 
the Eschman's are not favorably 
impressed with this love calling 
morning after morning at 5: 00 
a.m.!" 
The editor expresses his sym-
Page 157 
in now and then is good for them. 
J ust a little bit. 
Half a building brick with bole 
moulded in it is a good trotline 
weight. 
Floating trotlines for catfish: 
Space large corks on main line 
about 12 feel apart. Cut short 
pieces of line 18 inches long, tie 
on hooks and fasten to main line, 
using three hooks between corks. 
Bait with a good catfish bait or 
use minnows, snft shell crayfish 
or frogs. 
Stay-on hooks for dough-baits: 
Fasten one end of a small wire to 
the eye of your hook (fine copper 
wire is excellent). Roll wire spiral-
ly downward to just above point 
of hook, turn end back under and 
pinch to hold, then apply bait. 
To sour clam meats leave in own 
juice for a few days or soak in sour 
milk. Cover to k eep flies out. 
To keep the winding thread taut 
while winding a fishmg rod, draw 
it off the spool through pages of 
a large book. 
Warm, comfor table insoles for 
rubber waders and outdoor leather 
footwear can be cut from an old 
felt hat. 
There is nothing better than 
plain castor oil for weather-proof-
ing leather footwear. Apply it 
warm to dry leather. 
No need to run short of sinkers. 
Cut an empty shavmg cream or 
toothpaste tube into small squares 
and k eep a few in your box for 
emergencies. Use as wrap-around 
sinkers. 
To remove fish odor, rinse hands 
in vinegar; to deodorize a skillet 
after frying fish, boil a little vine-
gar in it. 
• * • • * * 
Chnstie Rein, conservation offi- pathy for the Eschmans, once hav-
cer in charge of Lucas and Wayne ing put a white oak keg high in a 
Counties, writes: "Last fall just burr oak snag for a nesting place 
before the rabbit season I beard for screech owls. The owl nest, 
Soft-shelled crawfish are sure fire baits for catfish, smallmouth bass a nd carp. When sort· 
ing crawfish let the minnow seine lie open. " Hard·shells" will erawl away. Most of the 
erawilsll rcmalniii!J will be ''soft·shclls.'' 
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CREDIT WHERE DUE 
I n the J une 15 l OW\ CO'\Sf~R\'A-
1'10:-; IST we cat ried a short article 
entitled "Warning Fishing Fever." 
It was not credited to the proper 
source and having heard from its 
author we are glad to g1ve credit 
\vhere credit is due 
The author of the widely quoted 
item is Howard E Kopf, Daven-
port, Iowa, and the warning is well 
worth reprinting Here 1t 1s 
WARi'. I :\G-F I S il l G l •'E \ E lt 
Cau tion : This malady is spread by 
the slightest exposure, and by sight, 
sound, telegraph, telephone, televi-
SIOn, radio, mail, or by pertinent con-
versation. It need not be reported 
to the authorities. 
y mptoms: Apathetic attJl ude to-
.; ward any regular occupatiOn Aver-
sion to going to church on Sunday. 
EvasiYe answers to family and 
1 friends and business associates. Fre-
quent checking of tacl<le, catalogues, 
resorts, maps and barometers. In-
excusable loafing in tackle shop!=!. 
K'd ' fi h d • • h b • ,JI, ·~rn an 1' 'oto 1 s s ay prezes a re geven to t e oy or gerl who ca t c h the biggest a nd s ma lles t fish, 
Frequent desire to look for min-
nows. Uncontrollable desire to crawl 
on hands and knees late at night on 
lawns and in parks with a fta.c;hhght 
and tin can. Frequent contacts With 
fishing pals by phone, w1re, mail or 
otherwise. 
Insatiable desire for liqUJds, espe-
cially lakes, streams and nvers In-
clination to prevancate Offensive 
and boastful attitude. Continual com-
a s we ll a s to the smallest fi she rma n, the best sportsma n, and the youngst er with the most 
frec kles. Even goldfish, when caught a re ca nd id at es for pr izes. 
• * * * . • * 
pi tint ns to need for fresh air and 
sunshme. 
T r <'atnH•n t: There is no cure and 
mNhcatJOn is useless. Disease is not 
<·on..,ldeted fataL If stricken, one 
should go fishing as often as pos-
Sible. Usually the life span of \'ictim 
1s gn 'l t1 v increased. 
B l''>t Ad' ice: Enjoy yourself-it's 
later than you think. The earlier it 
1s, the better they bite-sometime-.. 
FOOD FOR CATS 
Channel cats will eat almost any-
thmg, we have lear ned in past 
years. Il's a matter of record that 
one attacked a fox hound not too 
long ago, and Conservation Agent 
Denver Camden tells the story of 
two anglers that confirms the old 
tales 
George Plummer and Walter 
Buckholz took two dandy big chan-
nel catfish from the Bourbeuse 
River last week, one weighing 11 
and the other 7 pounds. 
Upon cleaning the fish they no-
ticed the 11-pounder had a greatly 
swollen stomach, so they opened 
it up. The fish had a young mink 
and a large bullfrog safely tucked 
away Channel cats will eat any-
thmg. 1IJ iss our i Co11sen:ation 
Commission. 
Fish Days . . . a wholesale distnbullon point for 
(Continued from page 153) sou t h and southeastern Iowa. 
over-populated (which helps the Rearing ponds at Eldora serve as 
fish remaimng in the lake to grow holding ponds for fish days held in 
to larger size), and are collected northeast and eastern Iowa. The 
and transferred to three holding balance of the s tate 1s served from 
areas m different sections of the the hatchery ponds at Spirit Lake. 
state. Hatchery ponds at Lake Adult bullheads from seven to 
Wapello in Davis County serve as eleven inches long are tr ansported 
* ~ * * * to sites select ed by the local or-
HAVE YOUR YOUNGSTERS ASKED FOR A 22? 
Jim Shennan Photo 
The st a r of kldf fish d ay, the eve r-popula r 
black b ullhe ad . 
ganizations. They are brought in 
at least one day in advance so they 
will be good and hungry when the 
big day arrives. 
This year in almost 100 fish days 
more than 200,000 adult bullheads 
were stocked The increase in 
popularity of the fish derby idea 
has taxed the available surplus of 
adult bullheads as well as the fish 
transportation facilities of the Con -
servation Commission to the pomt 
that in the immediate futu re re· 
gional li mits will have to be placed 
on the n umber of events wh1ch can 
be held. 
Some of the ponds used for the 
kids' fish days a re of suffic1ent 
quality to provide fishing a ll sum-
mer long from the natural r epro-
duction of the area and the bull-
beads added for the special event . 
Other Jakes or streams are blo<.Jied 
off m the given areas so that the 
fish cannot escape. I n these spe-
cial areas as soon as the der by is 
over the obstructions are r emoved 
and the bullheads that are left a re 
free to join thei r buddies in the 
less restncted waters 
Before the first school bell rings 
this fall, the k1ds' fish day pro-
gram will have given more than 
30,000 Iowa youngsters of a ll ages 
a taste of the freedom and equality 
that can be found only on a public 
lake or a stream. These children 
have learned a lesson of sports-
manship that will not be easily or 
soon forgotten. 
I f your boy bas asked you 
"When may I have a gun ?" have 
you p uzzled for the proper answer? 
The Spor ting Arms a nd Ammuni-
tion Manuacturers' Institute of 
New York has issued a helpful 
booklet for parents confronted with 
this problem. 
Entitled W hat Et'ery Parent 
Sbould K aow W hen a Boy or Girl 
Wants a Gun, this pamphlet was 
* • • * 
prepared to assist parents in ar-
riving at their own conclusions as 
to when Junior can be regarded as 
qualified for the safe handling and 
use of a 22. 
This fine publication can be ob-
tained without charge by writing 
to Sporting Arms and Ammuni-
tion Manufacturers' Institute, 343 
Lexmgton Avenue, New York 16, 
New York. 
• • * • * 
J. c. Reasoner Pboto. 
Too young for a gun, of course, but how old Is old enough? 
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Jim :Sh~nn•on 
" We know the fellow who spends his off·day on his favorit e lake o r stream w 
his regular job a little bette r because of his an~ling." 
* * * * * * 
Fishing: A Sport ... 
(Continut>d from page 153) 
Now, however, a few generations 
later, a day's routine for the aver-
age person is decidedly different. 
At an early hour the shrill clamor 
of an alarm clock jerks us to our 
feet. Clock-makers have done 
much to give the alarm a soft, 
soothing tone, but anything that 
reminds us of another busy day 
will never be considered pleasant. 
Once we are up, there is the race 
a gainst time; we must dress hur-
riedly, eat our .breakfast even 
* 
1 
* * * * * * 
I more hurriedly, and then fight the traffic to our office, shop, or fac-
tory. H ere, as likely as not , our 
work will be mental. Our efforts 
will be directed toward selling oth-
ers certain goods or ideas, and 
toward offering the necessary sales 
resistance toward those who hap-
pen to have similar designs on us. 
The noon meal will usually be eat-
en "in conference." 
At quitting time we have an-
other try at outwitting our fellow 
drivers who are likewise in a 
hurry to get home. Then, after 
• * * 
The number of fish in the creel or on the stringer Is no longer a measure of angllns success. 
Jim Sh~nnan 
1 The objective Is relaxation, not meat. 
day of contacts, comes the social have since done much to lengthen 
"hour" which involves more con- the average life-span. But our 
tacts, and which has a way of ex- present pace is taking its toll. 
tending through several hundred Mental ailments, heart disease, 
minutes instead of the sixty which and gastric troubles a re on the in-
normally constitute an hour. Aft- crease. Apparently, our bodies 
e r a little sleep the mechanical weren't built for the present tempo 
contrivance on the dresser lets go of living. W e are living too fast . 
with another blast . . . In the old days the hard work-
The shift in our mode of living ing pioneers went fishing rather 
since pioneer days has been an ex- often, but they were interested 
treme one. In the early days there solely in getting meat for the table. 
was a tendency toward too much They used any method of capture 
physical exertion, but today the which would help them reach theh· 
probl<tm is one of trying to avoid objective. Fish s upplies were abun-
nervous exhaustion. dant because there were f ew peo-
Our manner of life has changed pie to harvest them. Refrigera-
decidedly but our bodies differ lit- tion was unknown. Fish , as a sup-
tie, if any from those of our an- ply of fresh meat, contributed 
cestors. Several generations ago much toward solving their food 
folks w ere often plagued by dis- problem. 
developments in medicine (Continued on page 160) 
* * 
·• 
* 
ONE MORE BEND 
The rude disporting nighthawk takes to air, 
Attains the heights and makes h is power dive. 
With backward look the woodchuck seeks his lair; 
R eluctant bees go straightway to the hive. 
I t's time to go, and yet, I love to feel 
Th e singing river's grip about m y kneC's, 
To hear the clamor of the hard stripped reel, 
To loop a ca t beneath the leaning trees. 
I'll fish just one more bend; there ought to be 
.1 good one there; perhaps a Grizzly King 
rr ould suit this failin g light, cast daintily. 
Ll•t dinner tmit on this important thing. 
o it may be w hen, making my last stand, 
I face the Gaunt Dark Angll•r, and the end, 
I'll take a {we-ounce Granger in my hand 
And simply say: "Let's try just one more bend." 
- Edward S. Parker, M.D. 
Page 160 I O WA CO NSERVATI O NI ST 
- F h D on a more even keel, he will be a 
IS ays • • • little easier to live with, and be 
IContmucd from page 1691 
Today there is plenty of meat. m1ght even lengthen his lifespan 
We need only to go to the nearest a bit. The number of fish in the 
market to get any of a dozen or creel or on the stringer is no Iong-
more kinds Fish are available, er a measure of our success at 
too, and they can be bought al- angling If the trip brought tern-
ready cleaned We no longer need porary relaxation and content-
to fish for meat as our ancestors ment, it was definitely a success. 
did But anghng is even more im- F1shing is important in normal I portant today than it was in the times. in abnormal times like 
early days because 1t furnishes these 1t is even more significant 
healthful and badly needed relaxa- ! It's a nerve tome wh1ch we can 
tion. recommend without reservation 
Angling does provtde mental r e- Twenty milhon Amencans are 
laxation. While trying to enlice talring it, and the number of "ad-
the fish to take his hook, a man's diets" is increasing. Before taking 
mind is at ease He forgets all your next dose, remember that the 
about his daily struggle to "keep wife has nerves too. The next gen-
up with the Jones'," o r to get erat10n may face an even more 
ahead of them if possible While complicated future, and the kid 
anghng, he can think of his busi- who learns to enjoy fishing will be 
ness competitors as normal human a little better equipped to face it. 
Js ·nnan Ph •to beings, if he bothers to think of So, take the whole fa m i 1 y. 
From the t op of the bluff j., l a cey·ICeosauqua State Park one can get an excellent view of them at all. While playmg a fish There's a possibility that these 
t he big bend of the rive r and the country far t o the north. 
• he can even forget whether he is amateurs \vill catch more fish than 
Big Bend Park ... 
l C c ntln It I f orr P~<f.!'e H 
long been known to people in this 
part of the state as the "big bend" 
Commg from the northwest, the 
river makes a bend toward the 
southwest Then it flows eastward 
past the park, and northeastward 
past Keosauqua. All this can be 
seen from the "lookout." Finally, 
after a few graceful curves it re-
sumes its southeast course through 
the country a few miles below 
(northeast of) Keosauqua. The 
contrast between the course of the 
rn cr through th1s loop and its 
r elatively direct course through 
the rest of the country is indeed 
striking What is the explanation 
of this? 
First we must realize that all 
streams, large and small, have 
made the valleys in whlch they 
flow This is obv10usly the case 
with small gulleys, carved out in a 
smgle torrential rain. It is also 
true of the valleys of large rivers 
such as that of the Des Moines. 
Where the valleys are wtde and 
deep they have been long in the 
making. 
The course of each river is in 
part dependent upon the character 
of the material in which it flows 
and upon the slope of the bottom. 
Some geologists have believed that 
the Des Moines R1ver m the vicin-
ity of the "b1g bend" once had a 
rather direct southeast course. 
Presently, as it kept cuttmg deep-
er, it encountered a more resistant 
rock on the left bank Gradually 
its course was deflected to the 
south. The beds of rock slope gent-
ly m this direcllon. and m time the 
stream came against softer rocks 
Thus, its course continued to shift 
slowly southward cutting into 
these softer rocks. It is still doing 
this. The bluffs along the river in 
the park are on the outside of the 
bend in the river's course. Here 
the current is swifter than on the 
opposite side, and the nver is slow-
ly but actively cutting against the 
bank. Across the stream on the 
inside of the bend the bank is just 
as slov.ly bemg extended south- 1 a Democrat or a Republican. He you do, but that's no excuse for 
ward. Sediment is deposited by is at peace with the world a peace leaving them at home. Simply con-
the river as it rounds the bend. This I which ~e seldo~s finds in his nor- 1 sole yourself by re~embering that 
is because the current is less on mal datly routme the number of fish m the creel or 
the inside of the bend. Angling can do more than rest on the stringer is no longer a 
Many streams ha\e bends and 
loops sim1la r to th1s one of the 
Des Moines River They a r e nu-
merous on streams flowmg m w1de 
flood-plains, where the current is 
very slugg1sh and is easily deflect-
ed by an obstruction The banks 
are readily worn away, as they are 
composed of sill and sand. Thus, 
the meanders, as they are called, 
are formed as the current strikes 
first one bank and then the other 
our nerves; it may ghe us better measure of your angling success. 
perspective. The fellow who can Your objecth·e is rela.xation-
"get away from 1t all" every now not meat!-- Tennessee Can~erra­
and then will probably be thinking t1omst. 
The park owes it hilly character 
to the work of the tributaries of 
the river They have a high gradi-
ent and are able to cut down rap-
idly The 1avmes and larger val-
leys are narrow and have steep 
sides. This part of Iowa was cov-
ered only by the earlier glaciers, 
and when 1t receded the country 
which appeared from beneath the 
1ce was pretty much of a plain. 
The valleys m the park have been 
formed since that time 
rock by weathering and the force 
of the current. They have been 
swept to their present position by 
the river in flood. They will gradu-
ally be broken up and carried 
downstream. 
The steep cliffs which line the 
valley side at the park are com-
posed of sandstone. This sandstone 
is a part of the formation which 
contams the coal of Iowa and sur-
rounding states. Coal was mined 
• * • 
The s ubsoil of the park IS of 
three kinds. Some of 1t is the fa-
miliar loess, a wind-blown silt, , 
brown in color. There is also drift, 
the deposit left by the glacier. This 
contains many pieces of rock for-
eign to this part of the world. 
They were carried by the ice from 
regions farther north. Finally 
there is subsoil that was produced 
by the decay of the bed rock 
The subsoi l here as elsewhere m 
Iowa rests upon sedimentary rock, 
formed mostly as a depos1t in the 
sea The kinds a rc shale, sand-
stone, and limestone The lowest 
beds are mostly limestone, very 
unevenly stratified The r I v e r 
flows in this limestone, and it is 
exposed along the road in the park 
and in a nearby quarry The park 
buildings are constructed of lime-
stone, brought from this quarry. 
nearby m early days, but the de-
posits were found to be limited m 
thiCkness and area. The coal was 
formed from decaying vegetable 
matter w h 1 c h accumulated in 
swamps in the low-lying coastal 
plams of the ancient seas. 
Today the wonderful forests of 
oak and hickory are completing 
the picture of thiS park, with their 
roots deep in the materials left by 
\\'IDd, glacier and seas. 
• * ~ * * 
Jim ~=~h'c 
The broken rock on the river 
bottom at the fool of the bluff is 
also limestone. These fragments 
have been detached from the bed-
Historic Ely's Ford In Lacey·Keosauqua State Park was a major crossing of the Des 
River for travele rs long before bridges or ferry boats. 
• 
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